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GOLF TOURNAMENT GOLFERS NEEDED 
The shotgun, best ball scramble tournament is only 
TWO Saturdays away! In order to win a car or a 
motorcycle, and/or $5,000 cash, you have to register 
and play! Please free to review the information below 
and join us in our 3rd annual GCAEF Golf 
Tournament. Want to support the Foundation and 
schools but don’t know how to golf? No problem, just 
send us an email and buy some raffle tickets for a 
chance to win $500 VISA gift card. All proceeds from 
the Golf Tourney and Raffle befits the GCA/GCMS 
school children. Help to  support your schools!  

WHAT: Golf Tournament Spring Fundraiser 
URL: GREENSFOREDUCATION.ORG 
WHERE: Hernando Oaks on US 41 
WHY:  Benefits the Students of both GCA/GCMS 
WHEN: 8:00AM REGISTRATION 
WHEN: SATURDAY, APRIL 16TH, 2016 
COST: $75.00 Per Player, All Inclusive 

GOOD MORNING HOMEROOM! 
Pledge to the Flag , Moment of Silent Prayer or 
Reflection, Planner Out for Announcements, and 
Attendance. Collect Credits for Late Lunch Orders 
 

REPORT CARD RECEIPT & PARENT SURVEY 
Report cards will be issued on Monday April 4th along 
with a 4th quarter newsletter, a report card receipt form, 
a Yearbook order form along with financial, volunteer, 
credit statements and more! There are some special 
grade level materials in the packet for the 6/7th grade 
(‘16-’17 Science Lab Fee Coupon), and 8th grade 
(Graduation Ticket Reservation and Trip Participation 
Requirement forms). Also contained therein is a Parent 
Survey for GCA/GCMs. Please return the report card 
receipt and Parent Survey on Tuesday, April 4th!  

 
PROGRESS REPORT THIS FRIDAY: 
Your first progress report is this Friday April  8th, 
2016. The next one is Friday April 22nd, 2016. 

Eighth Grade GCA/GCMS students 
learn the terminology, skills and pure 
pleasure of sailing a 4-person Hobie 

Catamaran around stunning Clearwa-
ter Bay.  Here our young sailors are 

seen hoisting the main sail.  



 

Monday  
 
 

SILVERBACKS 
 

MOLLUSK LAB-Mollusk Lab– This is a water trip so wear your bathing suit 
as the innermost layer to school. Bring plenty of sunscreen, water & a sun hat 
and some camouflage for an island manhunt game. Dress in layers and bring 
your HOODIE. This is an extended morning day with departure at 
7:30am—5:45pm return time. Wear TEVAS. 

MANTA RAYS 
 

TREE CLIMBING-Ascend to new heights in tree climbing gear. Please wear 
your FAP shirts and tennis shoes. You should also bring all required FAP gear.  

ORCAS AB 
 

SEE SILVERBACKS ABOVE! Wear your TEVAS.  

Tuesday 
 
  

JAGUARS 
 

MOSI-Be an Inventor in the IDEA Zone!  Wear your FAP shirts and tennis 
shoes. You should also bring all required FAP gear. NO TEVAS.  

GUPPIES TREE CLIMBING-Please wear your FAP shirts and tennis shoes. You should 
also bring all required FAP gear. NO TEVAS 

ORCAS CD 
 

TREE CLIMBING-Please wear your FAP shirts and tennis shoes. You should 
also bring all required FAP gear. NO TEVAS 

Wednesday 
 
 

CHEETAHS 
 

MOSI-Be an Inventor in the IDEA Zone!  Wear your FAP shirts and tennis 
shoes. You should also bring all required FAP gear. NO TEVAS.  

NARWHALS 
 
 

MOSI-Be an Inventor in the IDEA Zone!  Wear your FAP shirts and tennis 
shoes. You should also bring all required FAP gear. NO TEVAS.  

Thursday  
 

PEREGRINE 
FALCONS 
AND  
TASMANIAN  
DEVILS 

GAINSVILLE TIME WARP-Prepare for a several walking tours!  Wear your 
FAP shirts and tennis shoes.  You should also bring all required FAP gear. NO 
TEVAS.  
 
 
 

GOBLIN SHARKS 
 

MOSI-Be an Inventor in the IDEA Zone!  Wear your FAP shirts and tennis 
shoes. You should also bring all required FAP gear. NO TEVAS.  

Friday TASMANIAN 
DEVILS  

NO FAP-See Thursday’s combined trip.  

 SWORDFISH ASTRONOMY NIGHT– This is a late extended day you should arrive at 
school at 3:30pm and pick up will be approximately 10:00pm. We will be 
hosting the MOSI Astronomy Outreach team to enjoy an inflatable,  portable 
planetarium show, night sky identification software, and then taking a trip to a 
non-lighted field to view the night sky objects! Please bring all required FAP 
gear and tennis shoes along with $3 for a pizza dinner.  NO TEVAS 

Field Activity Program Schedule this Week           [PAGE 2] 
ALWAYS VISIT THE FAP MOODLE ON SUNDAY EVENING 
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GULF COAST HAS GOT TALENT! 
This is Audition Week! The Tal-
ent show dress rehearsal will be 
at GCMS on Monday, April 4th 
and the show itself will be at 
GCMS on Tuesday, April 5th!  
The dress rehearsal is from 
4:00pm until 5:45pm as is the 
show. GCA students may take the shuttle to GCMS on 
that day (bring your act to school). Parents, students, and 
talent scouts are welcome to attend the show on Tuesday 
at GCMS starting at 4:00pm. Tickets are $2 and can be 
bought at the door. Cash prizes will be awarded for 
each of the following categories.   
 
String Instrument  Emerging Guitarist  
Vocalist (Single)  Vocalists (Group) 
Other Talents (e.g. Dance, Yo-Yo, Comedian, etc.) 

SATURDAY ADVENTURE TREE CLIMBING:  
Learn how to ascend a tall vertical structure (tree) 
using a series of pulleys and harnesses.  Please join 
us on Saturday, April 23rd for the incredible, excit-
ing, and daring TREE CLIMBING ADVENTURE! 
Permission forms are available on the MOODLE 
Wednesday of this week. No previous tree climbing 
experience required. Have fun and climb with your 
friends. Saturday Adventure Passes Accepted. 

 

 

ASTRONOMY NIGHT: SWORDFISH ONLY 
Attention SF Team THIS Friday, April 8th is your  
ASTRONOMY NIGHT ADVENTURE. You do not 
need to arrive to school until 3:30pm and pickup will be 
approximately 10:00PM.  
 
ASTRONOMY NIGHT QUICK FACTS: 
Come to school later on Friday (3:30pm) 
Return to school @ 10:00PM 
Dress WARM and in LAYERS 
Refer to PERMISSION SLIP on MOODLE 
Refer to the PACKING LIST on MOODLE 
Bring $3.00 for PIZZA Dinner 

YEARBOOK 
ORDER FORM 
The ‘15-’16, 55 
page, full color 
yearbook will be 
available for 
purchase 
beginning 
TUESDAY April 
5th, 2016. This 
YB is for everyone and includes activity photos from all 
grade levels. The YB is a nice keepsake & we encourage 
you to have one YB from each year of middle school 
allowing you to see the amazing transition that takes place 
in this three year span. The YB orders are first-come, first
-served. The YB is a full color book with several hundred 
photos from the beginning of the school year until now.  

SUPPLIES 
NEEDED 
Mr. Walker and Mr. 
Leonard are in need 
of some pennies made before 1982 
and some clean, empty 2 liter bot-
tles for the 4th quarter science ex-
periments.  Just give your contri-
bution directly to your Science 
teacher. Thanks! 

Parent Survey:  
A twenty question scan-able Parent Survey is being 
sent home with this report card packet. Please use a #2 
pencil or even a black pen and completely fill in the bub-
bles of your choosing. This is an anonymous survey that 
helps us to  assess our school’s performance to improve 
your child’s middle school experience! Please return this 
form along with the report card receipt form on Tuesday, 
April 5th. Thank You!  
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Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
The purpose of this letter is to inform you that your student will be taking the computer-based Florida Standards Assessments 
(FSA) Grade [ 6, 7, 8,] [ELA Reading/Mathematics] assessment(s) during [Week 31 (ELA) and Week 32(Math)]. If you or 
your student would like to gain familiarity with the computer-based testing platform, item types, and response formats your 
student will see on the FSA assessments, training tests and answer keys are available at 
http://www.FSAssessments.org/training-tests.  
 
The statewide assessment program is designed to provide parents, teachers, policy makers, and the general public with 
information regarding how well students are learning Florida’s academic standards. According to section 1008.22(3), Florida 
Statutes, “Participation in the assessment program is mandatory for all school districts and all students attending public 
schools, including adult students seeking a standard high school diploma under s. 1003.4282 and students in Department of 
Juvenile Justice education programs, except as otherwise provided by law. If a student does not participate in the assessment 
program, the school district must notify the student’s parent and provide the parent with information regarding the 
implications of such nonparticipation.” If you wish to access this legislation, please go to 
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-
1099/1008/Sections/1008.22.html.  
 
For information regarding test session length for all Spring 2016 FSA assessments, please visit the FSA Portal at 
www.FSAssessments.org, click on the Students and Parents tab, select Student and Parent Resources, select the 
Computer-Based Testing Information folder, and then select Spring 2016 Testing Times.  
 
Please review the following policies with your student before testing: 

 Electronic Devices—Students are not permitted to have any electronic devices, including but not limited to cell 
phones and smartphones, at any time during testing OR during breaks (e.g., restroom), even if they are turned off or
students do not use them. If your student is found with an electronic device, his or her test will be invalidated. The 
best practice is for students to leave devices at home or in their lockers on the day of testing. 

 Testing Rules Acknowledgment—All FSA tests include a Testing Rules Acknowledgment that reads, “I understand 
the testing rules that were just read to me. If I do not follow these rules, my test score may be invalidated.” Prior to 
testing, test administrators read the rules to students, and students acknowledge that they understand the testing rules 
by signing below the statement on their ELA Writing planning sheet, ELA Reading worksheet, and/or their 
Mathematics work folder. 

 Discussing Test Content after Testing—The last portion of the testing rules read to students before they sign below 
the Testing Rules Acknowledgment states, “After the test, you may not reveal details about the passages or items to 
anyone. This includes any type of electronic communication, such as texting, emailing, or posting online, for 
example, on websites like Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram.” Please make sure your student understands that 
“discussing” test content includes any kind of electronic communication, such as texting, emailing, or posting to 
blogs or social media websites. 

 Test Invalidations—Students are responsible for working on their own during the test and for protecting their 
answers from being seen by others. If students are caught cheating during testing, their tests will be invalidated. 
FDOE employs a test security company, Caveon Test Security, to analyze student test results to detect unusually 
similar answer patterns. Student results within a school that are found to have extremely similar answer patterns will 
be invalidated. 

 Leaving Campus—If your student leaves campus before completing a test session (for lunch, an appointment, or 
illness, etc.), he or she WILL NOT be allowed to complete the test session. If your student does not feel well on the 
day of testing, it may be best for him or her to wait and be tested on a make-up day. Please remember not to schedule 
appointments on testing days. 

If you have any questions related to this test administration, you may contact [Mr. Siefert] at [GCA].  
For more information about the FSA assessment program, please visit the FSA Portal at www.FSAssessments.org.  
 
Thank you for supporting your student and encouraging him or her to do his or her best during this test administration.  



CURRENT 

W
EEK 
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7th GRADE CIVICS ANNOUNCEMENT: 
This is the sixth week for the CIVICS unit. Please 
visit BOTH your teacher’s regular Social Studies 
Moodle AND the special CIVICS Moodle every 
Sunday. When you visit the MOODLE pages, you 
have three tasks: 
 
1. Preview the practice test for the first time as a 

pre-test, try your best. 
2. View the handouts and instructional materials 

that will be discussed that week in class.  
3. View any videos that have been declared by 

your Social Studies Teacher as the weekly 
“flipped learning” activity.  If you have any 
questions please contact your Social Studies 
teacher. 

 
Be prepared to pay two (2) credits on Monday if 
you do not visit the Moodle pages and complete the 
“flipped learning” task prior to class on Monday. 
 
You will conclude each week with a TEST/or 
ASSESSMENT. This grade will appear in the grade
-book and on your progress report. If you earn a 
grade lower than a “C” on any weekly test, you are 
REQUIRED to participate in the Social Studies 
special CIVICS remediation clinic and bring your 
grade to a “C.”  
 
Please consider printing the chart in the right-hand 
column of this page and posting on your refrigerator 
to remind you of the weekly agenda in your Social 
Studies CIVICS unit. Notice that you will learn 
about three topics per week and have a test on the 
last day of the week. When you have a short week, 
due to a holiday, you will be limited to two topics. 
Please see your Social Studies Teacher if you 
have any questions. 
 
 

 

UPCOMING 7TH GRADE  
CIVICS SCHEDULE: 
Week 24 (2) (Monday No School—Pres. Day) 
Topic 5 The Declaration of Independence 
Topic 6 The Articles of Confederation 
Topic 7 TEST/ASSESSMENT 
Week 25 (3) 
Topic 8 Preamble to the Constitution 
Topic 9 Sep. of Powers/Checks and Balances  
Topic 10 Federalists versus Anti Federalists  
Topic 11 TEST/ASSESSMENT 
Week 26 (4) 
Topic 12 Rule of Law and Types of Law 
Topic 13 Citizenship 
Topic 14 Constitutional Rights 
Topic 15 TEST/ASSESSMENT 
Week 27 (5) (Friday No School—End Q3) 
Topic 16 Expanding Participation in Democracy 
Topic 17 Landmark Supreme Court Cases 
Topic 18 TEST/ASSESSMENT 
Week 28 (6) (Friday No School) 
Topic 19 Current Political Parties 
Topic 20 Evaluating Candidates 
Topic 21 TEST/ASSESSMENT 
Week 29 (7) 
Topic 22 Interest groups and the media 
Topic 23 Making Policy 
Topic 24 Domestic Policy 
Topic 25 TEST/ASSESSMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 30 (8) 
Topic 26 Foreign Policy 
Topic 27 Classifying Governments 
Topic 28 Structure of the US Government 
Topic 29 TEST/ASSESSMENT 
Week 31 (9) (April 11‐15) 
Topic 30 Federal, State, and Local Governments 
Topic 31 The United States v Florida 
Topic 32 TEST/ASSESSMENT 
Week 32 (10) 
Topic 33 Overview and Unit Wrapup 
Topic 34 Movie: “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington” 
A classic movie about how a Senator is 
"replaced" if he dies, and how a bill becomes a 
law. (Two Classroom Days) 
WeeK 33 (11) Nautical History 
Week 35 (12) Civics EOC / Nautical History 
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GCA/GCMS 8th Grade 
Autobiography Project 

 
Each week I will post the entries on Moodle.  You must hand 
in a  HARDCOPY.      

 
 
Week 28 (Due 3/28) Cover/Title sheet (you may include 

a photo if you desire) and “Who 
Am I?” A brief, 1-2 typed pages in 
the standard GCA Format.  This is 
an introduction to who you are, 
where you live, etc.  Have you lived 
somewhere else?  What was it like?  
What do you look like, and what 
are one or two things you love or 
love to do. 

 
Week 29 (Due 4/4) “Before I was, There Were…” (A 

family history, grandparents, great 
grandparents, parents, extended 
family, etc. 1-2 pages) and 
“Suddenly, I Became Me” (Where 
were you born?  What were you like 
as a baby?  (Ask your mom, dad, 
grandma, etc.)  What are your earliest 
memories (pick a few of your 
favorites) 1-2 pages) 

 
Week 30 (Due 4/11) “School Bells” (Kindergarten through 

third grade, 1-2 pages.)  How did 
your mom feel about your going to 
school?  (Ask her!) Where did you go 
to school?  Who were your teachers?  
Who were your best friends?  What 
did you learn?  What did you like?  
What didn’t you like?  When you hear 
the word “kindergarten,” what is the 
first thought that comes to your mind? 

 “The Bells Keep Ringing” Your 
experiences from the fourth grade 
through the seventh grade.  What was 
it like going to middle school vs. 
grade school?  Did you feel 
overwhelmed?  Were you afraid?  
Were you excited?  What have you 
learned?  How did the eighth graders 
treat you when you were a sixth 

Week 30 Cont... 
“Eighth Grade…Finally!”  How does it feel to know that next year 

you will be attending high school?  What 
was your favorite thing about middle 
school?  Tell about some your most 
memorable classroom/teacher experiences, 
like your most embarrassing moment, 
most exciting moment, most frightening 
moment, etc. What are you looking for-
ward to in high school?  What are your 
plans beyond high school? 1-2 pages. 

 
Week 31 (Due 4/18) “My First Crush,” “I Wish I could 

See__________ Again,” “Let’s Go To 
the Movies!” “Let’s Take a Vacation!”  
Write one half to one page on each of 
these four topics. 

 
 “Epilogue: If I Could Live My Life 

Over Again, I Would…”  It’s time to get 
really honest with your self.  Think about 
the past.  Are there things you wish you 
could take back?  Things you wish you 
had or hadn’t done?  If there are things 
about your life that you could change right 
now what would they be?  If there was 
something you could change about your-
self what would it be?  Why?  How would 
your friends describe you?  What are your 
fondest hopes for your future?  What are 
your most cherished dreams?  How do you 
want people to remember you?   At least 2 
page 

Remember, you are writing about something you know all 
about…YOU!  Have fun! Talk to  your parents, older siblings, 
grandma and grandpa.  Trust me… they will all have plenty of 
stories about you when you were younger! 

 

Include: a photo section in the back of your folder.  Choose vaca-
tion photos, school photos, family pictures, or favorite quote, 
anything that will help to tell your story. 

 
 

IMPORTANT: Because of the magnitude of 
this project, strict adherence to the due date 
schedule is very important!     

 
     While this is not a formal piece of writing, like 

a research paper, I will expect you to type 
your entries, use proper headings, sentence 
structure, punctuation, and spelling.  I will 
look for use of adjectives, alliteration, ono-
matopoeia, idioms, and additional literary de-
vices we studied in class.  Be very descriptive!  
You are an interesting person, write like one! 

Due Tomorrow!  


